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Veteran’s Park, Sunday, June 2nd, from 11:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.

ack up your pooches for
a playdate at the park!

Celebrate the 6th annual PawFest presented by SSM
Health Good Samaritan Hospital at Veteran’s Park, Sunday,
June 2nd, from 11:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. Browse a variety of
vendor booths with special pet products, crafts, food, and
more. Several popular pet contests are returning this year
including floppiest ears, loudest bark, best trick, and more!
Brand new to PawFest, a creative grooming competition!
Area groomers can compete in best theme, most creative,
and other contest categories. Demonstrations and exhibits
will be held throughout the day including duck herding,
a K-9 demonstration, and reptile exhibit. Laser tag and
other activities for children, dogs, and their owners will
be available. Looking for a new addition to your family?
A fun, adoptable pet runway show will showcase the
several doggies up for adoption from our local shelter.
The event is free, but donations and supplies will be
collected to benefit Vet Your Pet of Jeﬀerson County
and the Jeﬀerson County Animal Control. Vet Your Pet
provides low cost spay and neuter vouchers for the residents
of Jeﬀerson county. The Jeﬀerson County Animal Control
picks up stray or unwanted animals and conducts
well-being checks such as neglect and abuse.
Check our Facebook page, Enjoy Mt. Vernon, for
additional updates! Don’t miss out on this growingly
popular event for pets!
For more information about PawFest or to get involved contact
tourism@mtvernon.com or (618) 242-3151.

PawFest Photos: Touch of Grace Photograpy
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Letter from the Director
The

Mt. Vernon Convention & Visitors
Bureau recently attended the 2019 Illinois
Governor’s Conference on Travel & Tourism

in Chicago. The conference united state leaders, travel experts and
special guests to share the latest innovative ideas for promoting travel.
At the Illinois Excellence in Tourism Awards ceremony, presented
by the Illinois Oﬃce of Tourism, several awards were given to honor
Illinois’ travel and tourism marketing teams with the most compelling
marketing initiatives of 2018.
Before the ceremony, Governor JB Pritzker welcomed attendees and thanked
them for making Illinois a top destination for visitors from around the world.
Travel and tourism professionals from around the country judged submissions
in eight categories, ranging from best social media marketing to best event or
festival, with one exceptional entry receiving best of show.

Proudly,
Angela Schrum
Tourism Director

Your Mt. Vernon Convention & Visitors Bureau won The Best Website Budget B Award, for their tourism website
www.enjoymtvernon.com. Mt. Vernon’s Tourism website, www.enjoymtvernon.com is a tourist’s one-stop site for
everything they need to plan their trip! With full listings of restaurants, hotels, attractions, and events in the city, users
can easily navigate the site to plan their trip itinerary. Blogs allow locals and visitors to discover something new!
We are excited to receive this award and proud to represent the Mt. Vernon tourism community!
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he 19th Annual
Southern Illinois Steel
Guitar Show returns to the

Mt. Vernon DoubleTree by Hilton!
This event welcomes nearly 2,000
attendees each year and is rapidly
growing. The Steel Guitar Show is a
three-day event hosting a variety
of professional and regional steel
guitarists. It hosts not only some of the
nation’s greatest steel guitar players but
also newcomers performing some of
country’s greatest hits. The show aims
to bring traditional, classic country
music to the area.
This year, special guest star is Ms.
Jeannie Seely. Among many accolades
including awards from Billboard,
Cashbox, and Record World, country
music legend Jeannie Seely has
achieved chart-topping songs as a
solo artist, as a duet partner, and as
a songwriter. Early in her career,
Jeannie’s deeply moving vocals
earned her the nickname of “Miss
Country Soul” – a title that’s still
used today. Jeannie’s biggest dream
came true when she was inducted as
a member of the world-famous
Grand Ole Opry, becoming the first
Pennsylvania native to do so. Jeannie
also became the first female to
regularly host segments of the weekly
Opry shows.
Back by popular demand, Tim
Atwood. With nominations for
R.O.P.E Entertainer of the Year and
A.W.A Male Vocalist of the Year, Tim
Atwood has made a name for himself.

For over three decades, Tim
performed in the spotlight's fringe
backing country music's elite as staﬀ
piano man on the most venerable stage
in country music history-the Grand
Ole Opry. Over the course of his
career, Tim has played the Opry stage
more than 8,500 times. Today Tim
performs center stage where he
belonged all along!
Also back this year are Teea Goins,
Dennis Stroughmat, Leona and Ron
Williams, and more! There is constant
live performance all day long.
Thursday evening features a local
singing contest with trophies and
cash prizes.
The Steel Guitar show will run April
11 – 13 (Thursday-Saturday), 10:00
a.m. – 11:00 p.m. daily. Tickets are $10
for Thursday and $25/each for Friday
and Saturday. A special three-day pass
is available for $50 or online for a
discounted price of $45.
Proceeds from the event are gathered
by Southern Illinois Productions, a
non-profit organization, and donated
to the Shriner Hospitals for Children
each year. Shriners Hospital provides
pediatric orthopedic care to children,
regardless of the families' ability to pay
For more information call Dow Smith
at (618) 927-3158 or visit
www.southernillinoisproductions.org.
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The Mt. Vernon Aquatic Zoo Water Park (AZ) opens for its
sixth season on Saturday, May 25, 2019.
hether you live in Mt. Vernon
or are just visiting the area, you
can enjoy this summer staple in
Mt. Vernon! The Aquatic Zoo oﬀers
a splashing good time for the entire
family. Choose from two water slides
that will glide you right into the lazy
river. Parents and children alike can
relax for laps and laps around the

river in a single or double innertube.
Head over to the lap pool to practice
your strokes or get in line to jump oﬀ
the low and high dive. Take the little
ones into the children’s splash pad for
an interactive adventure with animal
sounds, a tipping bucket and mini
slides, then dip your toes in the
zero-depth entry leisure pool. Don’t

worry about leaving for lunch, the
full-service concession area has a wide
menu of hot dogs, pretzels, pizza,
nachos, ice cream, sweet treats, soft
drinks and more!
Purchase an Aquatic Zoo season
pass and save money on summer long
trips to the pool. The AZ holds swim

lessons, private parties, and other
special events throughout the season.
Visit the Aquatic Zoo on Facebook or
www.enjoymtvernon.com to learn
more. Beat the heat this summer and
visit the Aquatic Zoo for summer
memories you won’t forget!
For more information call Mt. Vernon
Parks & Recreation at (618) 242-6890.

Setting a new fitness goal or simply love exercising outdoors?
Lace up those running shoes!
Four races are coming to the
surrounding Mt. Vernon area this
quarter. Start the Easter weekend
at Spero Family Services with their
1st Annual Spero Great Egg Race.
On Saturday, April 20th, join other
competitors in a 5K race starting at
9 a.m. Children can exercise too!
The Bunny Hop Kids Race will
begin at 10:00 a.m. with an Easter
egg hunt following at 10:30 a.m.
Come for the race and stay for egg
decorating, a visit with the Easter
bunny, vendor fair, and pancake
breakfast!
Visit www.sperofs.org/events to
register or call (618) 242-1070.

The following weekend, on April
27th, take a scenic run along the Rend
Lake recreation area and bike trails.
A 15K race and 5K run/walk will
begin at 9:00 a.m. A kid’s Fun Run
will start at 10:00 a.m. All races will
start and finish at the Rend Lake
Dam Area.
Visit www.thatdamrace.com
to register today.

As part of Comprehesive
Connections “Celebration Day”
there will be a fun 5K Run/Walk
at Mt. Vernon Veteran’s Park on
Saturday, May 4th. Start the day
with the 5K and stay for both
Celebration Day and Market Days!
Find more information about
Celebration Day at
www.facebook.com/compconnect.org.

Whether you race for fun or
to set a new personal record,
get ready to run!

In June, the 2nd Annual Glow in the
Dark Color Run at Veteran’s Park,
June 8th. Glow paint and black lights
will be placed throughout the park to
light up the runner’s path. Runners
are asked to bring a headlamp or
handheld flashlight. A glow party
will be held prior to the race and an
after-glow party following. Dance,
enjoy s’mores, play laser tag, and more!
Registration includes a t-shirt, glow in
the dark items, and sponsored goodie
giveaways. Proceeds benefit Camp of
Excellence.
For more information
call (618) 316-7337.
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For more information on all of the events, call (618) 242-1236
April 2, 9, 23 & 30
3:30 p.m.
After School Art Time Program
Students in kindergarten through
fifth grade are invited to participate
in after-school art classes centered
around CLAY! Registration cost
is $40 and includes four weeks of
instruction.
April 3, 10 & 24 9:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
ABC’s and Art:
Fine Art for Little Fingers
Children ages 1-1/2 to 3 years
are invited to visit Cedarhurst to
participate in a fun-filled morning
with an educational story time art
activity. Parent or guardian attends
class with their child.
Registration cost is $30 and includes
three weeks of instruction.
April 4, 11 & 25
3:30 p.m.
Middle School ArtZONE
Children in grades six through
eight are invited to participate in
after-school art classes in CLAY!
Registration cost is $30 and includes
three weeks of instruction.
April 3
Noon 12:00 p.m.
Art, Coﬀee and Conversation
No art knowledge required
This program invites community
members to gather at the Mitchell
House for a cup of coﬀee and a casual
conversation about current events in
the art world. Learn about art and
share ideas.
This program is free and open
to the public.
April 5
10:00 a.m.
First Friday Story Time
Pack your rainbows and umbrellas
and join us under the tree in the
Beck Family Center as we enjoy
books that celebrate April showers
and Spring. This event is free and
open to the public.

April 6
7:00 p.m.
The Happening: Art of Self
Join The Happening as it explores
how daily rituals and body treatments
can be acts of art and self-expression.
From hairstyles and makeup
application to body modifications,
the program encourages people to
think about self care from a diﬀerent
perspective.
Must be 18 to attend.
General admission is $5
Cedarhurst members
may attend for free.
3:00 p.m.
April 11
CedarHouse
Local high school students are
invited to participate in an evening
of creativity at Cedarhurst! This
unique spin on a coﬀeehouse open
mic night will be set to a Las Vegas
theme and encourage local teens to
share original creative works.
April 13
7:30 p.m.
Cedarhurst Concert Series
Backtrack Vocals
Don’t miss this award-winning,
five-person a cappella group visiting
from New York City. Backtrack Vocals
explores the power of the human voice
through unique vocal arrangements,
tight harmonies and world-class
beatboxing. The group pushes the
limits of a cappella, creating
impressive covers of past and present
pop music, writing inspiring original
compositions, and daring to take on
unexpected genres such as classical
and electronic music.
Tickets are $25 general admission,
$20 for Cedarhurst members, and $5 for
students and educators.
Visit Cedarhurst.org for tickets
and more information.

April 27
Noon 12:00 p.m.
Family Day Collaboration
with WSIU
Let’s Go Luna!
Come visit the hit PBS character
Luna and friends during Cedarhurst’s
annual family day collaboration with
WSIU. The new PBS show Let’s Go
Luna! encourages kids to explore and
appreciate cultures worldwide and
build global citizenship and social
skills.
Children who attend this event
will have the opportunity to visit several
diﬀerent learning stations, each based on
a diﬀerent country.
May 7, 14 & 21
3:30 p.m.
Cedarhurst’s After School
Art Time Program
Students in kindergarten through fifth
grade are invited to participate in
after-school art classes centered
around SCULPTURE!
Registration cost is $30 and includes
three weeks of instruction.
May 1, 8, 15 & 22 9:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
ABC’s and Art: Fine Art for Little
Fingers Children ages 1-1/2 to 3 years
are invited to visit Cedarhurst
to participate in a fun-filled morning
with an educational story time art
activity. Parent or guardian attends
class with their child.
Registration cost is $40
and includes four weeks
of instruction.
May 2, 9, 16 & 23
3:30 p.m.
Middle School ArtZONE
Children in grades six through
eight are invited to participate in
after-school art classes in
SCULPTURE!
Registration cost is $40 and includes four
weeks of instruction.

May 1
Noon 12:00 p.m.
Book Club: Everyday Monet
Join us for dessert and discussion
of this lifestyle book by Aileen
Bordman, that teaches how to create
a Monet lifestyle from your living
room to your kitchen to your garden.
Combining the history, palette colors,
and designs of Monet’s gardens and
paintings in this one-of-a-kind
volume, Bordman shows how to
encapsulate a home and lifestyle
inspired by the artist.
This event is free and open to the public.
May 3
10:00 a.m.
First Friday Story Time
Rub a dub dub!
Join us under the tree in the Beck
Family Center as we enjoy books
about bath time.
This event is free
and open to the public.
May 11
6:30 p.m.
Members Preview Reception
Cedarhurst members are invited to be
among the first to view Cedarhurst’s
Permanent Collection in its new
home: the Main Gallery at the front
of the museum. Temporary exhibits
featuring geometric paintings by
Nancy Newman Rice and Brigham
Dimick, Americana-Inspired artwork
by Mary Ann Michna, and watercolor
animal paintings by Carol Carter
will be opening in other galleries.
Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and a
cash bar are available. Non-members
may purchase tickets for $5.
Better yet, join today at cedarhurst.org!
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A LOOK AHEAD

these events and activities are
coming up later this year!
May 12
New Exhibits Open

1:00 p.m.

New Semantics Gallery:
This exhibition by Nancy Newman
Rice and Brigham Dimick explores
the various realms of space - personal,
social, and “sacred space.” Sacred
space is a philosophical ideal that
there exists realms that are hidden
from our five senses.
Beal Grand Corridor Gallery:
This exhibition will showcase a
variety of media, from paintings
to photographs to video, that
characterize artist Mary Ann
Michna’s interests in capturing
an aspect of American identity.
Beck Gallery:
Imagination Playground™ Big Blue
Blocks will transform the Beck
Gallery into a creative play space
where kids of all ages can design their
own inventions, environments, and
activities.
Regenhardt Gallery,
Shrode Art Center:
St. Louis-based watercolor artist
Carol Carter returns to Cedarhurst
with a solo exhibition of animal
paintings. Carter evokes mystery
and intensity with her use of vibrant,
saturated-color.
May 19
1:30 p.m.
Curator Talk with
Melissa Wolfe, PhD
Join the St. Louis Art Museum’s
Curator of American Art to learn
more about Cedarhurst’s own
Permanent Collection. Dr. Melissa
Wolfe will provide historical context
and insights on key works in the
Cedarhurst collection, and attendees
will have the chance to see the
artworks in their new home in the
museum’s Main Gallery.
This talk is free and
open to the public.
A reception will follow.

May 30
5:00 p.m.
Thursday Night Live Kickoﬀ
Join us as we kick oﬀ the summer at
Cedarhurst! The Jeﬀerson County
Chamber of Commerce will join us
for a Business After Hours, as live
music entertains on the back patio.
Complimentary food will be provided
from 5:00 pm until it runs out. It’s
the first of many fun Thursdays at
Cedarhurst this summer!
Visit cedarhurst.org or the Cedarhurst
Facebook page for a full
summer schedule.
June 5
Noon 12:00 p.m.
Art, Coﬀee, and Conversation
No art knowledge required!
This program invites community
members to gather at the Mitchell
House for a cup of coﬀee and a casual
conversation about current events in
the art world. Learn about art and
share ideas!
This program is free
and open to the public.
June 6, 13, 20 & 27
5:00 p.m.
Thursday Night Live
Visit Cedarhurst as the museum
converts its back patio and lawn
into a “third space”, giving community
members, as well as visitors to the area,
a place to gather, network, and enjoy
the beautiful southern Illinois summer
and scenery. Open until 8:00 p.m.,
each week oﬀers live music, art
programs, concessions by local
restaurants, and cash bar.
10:00 a.m.
June 7
First Friday Story Time
Join us under the tree in the Beck
Family Center as we explore the
wonderful world of Dr. Seuss!
This event is free
and open to the public.
June 8
3:00 p.m.
Family Art Fun: Let’s Doodle!
Every doodle starts with a line. Join
us as we learn diﬀerent ways to create
fantastic doodles! This make-and-take
art activity is geared toward families
of all ages and does not require
registration.
Admission is free
and open to the public.
June 14
6:00 p.m.
Night at the Museum
Families are invited to discover
Cedarhurst at night with after-hours
access to intriguing exhibits, exclusive
demonstrations and hands-on
discovery!
Kids in K through fifth grades
will love this fun-filled event.

Make sure and get these dates on your calendar!
Watch for the next issue of Destination Mt. Vernon due out
late June for more information.

Salute to Freedom

A Mt. Vernon tradition continues on
Wednesday, July 4th at Mt. Vernon
Outland Airport. Gates open at
5:00 p.m. with free admission. Enjoy
concessions, a kid zone, DJ and more
entertainment leading up to the big
show at dusk.

Back to School Bash at Broadway Market

Mt. Vernon Festivals, Inc. is proud to once again present the
“Back to School Bash” at Market Days
presented by SSM Health Good Samaritan
Hospital on Saturday, August 3rd
featuring information, fun activities and
free and reduced cost services, such as
haircuts for back to school!
Dental Safari and the low-cost
fresh fruit booth have already
been confirmed! Support local
4H with a BBQ lunch while
you shop!
For more information contact
Mt. Vernon Convention
& Visitors Bureau at
800-252-5464 or visit
www.facebook.com/MtVernon
Market and check out the events!

Fall Fest

Hitting the streets of downtown Mt. Vernon
September 27th – 29th will be the 8th
Annual Fall Fest presented by SSM Health
Good Samaritan Hospital! This year’s theme
is “Growth. Progress. Pride.” in honor of
Mt. Vernon and Jeﬀerson County’s
bicentennial.
More information can be found at
www.facebook.com/MTVFallFest or
by calling the Mt. Vernon Convention
& Visitors Bureau at 800-252-5464.
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JEFFERSON COUNTY HISTORICAL VILLAGE
For more information for these events
please call (618) 246-0033
2:00 p.m. – 4 ;00 p.m.
April 6
Afternoon Tea
This event will be an elegant, relaxed
experience. In addition to a selection
of teas and coﬀee, an abundance of
finger sandwiches, sweets and scones
will be served. All proceeds raised
from this event will go toward
programming and upkeep at the
Jeﬀerson County Historical
Village. Limited Seating – Call for
Reservations.
Pre-payment is required. $12 for
Jeﬀerson County Historical Society
members; $15 for non-members.
April 13
2:00 p.m.
Mike and Polly Launay
“A Musical Concert”
Mike and Polly will perform classical
and pop pieces. Polly began taking
violin lessons at the age of eight. She
studied both Classical and Bluegrass
music. She earned her Bachelor
degree at Greenville College. Polly is
a well-known violinist in our region.
She performs as a solo artist and in
many groups, including the Paducah
Symphony. Mike studied voice at
Pensacola Christian College and
currently studies at the Clayton
Academy of Music. Mr. Launay is a
vocalist with the Independent Silver
Band, is a member of the Cedarhurst
Chamber Choir and has sung with
the St. Louis Symphony Choir.
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
April 16
Chat Session
Chat topic will be “School and
Community Theatrical Productions,
Recitals, etc.” Feel free to bring
photos, artifacts and other items to
show and tell.

April 20 - May 18 - June 15
Morning Coﬀee Hour
Enjoy a relaxing coﬀee break from
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. with friends
of the Jeﬀerson County Historical
Society and learn more about what
goes on at the Historical Village.
April 27
2:00 p.m.
Candy Luzar “ History of Mount
Vernon’s Veterans’ Memorial Park”
As part of the JCHS Bicentennial
Speakers Series, Candy Luzar will
present a program on the History of
Veterans Memorial Park located in
Mt. Vernon, IL.
Admission is free,
donations are appreciated.
May 2
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Exhibit Preview Party
The theme of the exhibit is: Spotlight
on the Townships of Jeﬀerson County.
For more information
call (618) 246-0033.
May 4 & 5
The Historical Village
Opening Weekend
Weekend tours May-October - 10:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturdays, 1:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m. Sundays.
The Museum and the Village, with its
buildings and their contents, reflect
life in Jeﬀerson County from the
mid-19th century to more recent
years. Among the furnished buildings,
one finds log homes of the 19th
century, a one-room school, a log
church and log jail, operating
blacksmith and print shops,
merchandise in the general store and a
variety of medical equipment from a
foot-treadle dentist's drill to a Civil
War amputation kit in the Medical
Building. A welcome Center/Gift
Shop is also available for guests. The
Schweinfurth Museum will feature
the latest exhibit, “Spotlight on the
Townships of Jeﬀerson County”.
Free and open
to the public.

June 5,6,12 & 13 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
A Day in the Life
of a Prairie Child
A Day in the Life of a Prairie Child
oﬀers a unique learning experience of
what it was like in the late 1800s and
early 1900s. This year the program
will be a two-day event. Children
will spend time in the one room
schoolhouse experiencing penmanship
May 18
2:00 p.m. with a quill pen and ink, singing songs
of the period, learning about the
John Lynn
school custom of the times, and
“Main Street USA”
more. Old-fashioned games, chores,
A fun filled tour of the charms,
activities, crafts and snacks will be part
traditions, and personalities of our
of the fun. A walk on the timeline
Illinois towns led by the only person
who has visited and photographed all history trail and a tour of the Union
2400 of them. Mr. Lynn has been on a Cemetery have been added to the
historical experience. The program is
30-year personal journey to discover
how Illinois oﬀers roots, a hometown, designed for children seven years old
and above. Children are asked to
and a Little America for us all. John
bring a sack lunch that does not
Lynn has also hiked, biked and
need refrigeration. Participants are
canoed enough historic and scenic
encouraged to wear period dress that
trails, roads and rivers in North
day, but it is not required.
America and Britain to circle the
Admission is free,
globe. He has shared his experiences
but pre-registration is necessary.
and discoveries with over 4000
Space is limited to fifteen children so
audiences.
please register as soon as possible.
Admission is free,
donations are appreciated.
June 11
6:30 p.m.
May 21
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Summer Quarterly Dinner
The Jeﬀerson County Historical
Chat Session
Society will host a spring quarterly
The Chat topic will be “Community
and School Sports”. Feel free to bring dinner. A musical program will be
presented following the dinner.
photos, artifacts and other items to
Pre-registration is required,
show and tell.
please register by June 7th.
Payment may be made at the door.
May 25
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Strawberry Festival
June 22
2:00 p.m.
(with a book and plant sale)
Dee Ann Schnautz and
Enjoy delicious strawberry desserts
Friends Musical Program
and search for some books to add
Dee Ann Schnautz is a solo artist
to your summer relaxation plans.
who has been sharing her blend of
A variety of plants and strawberry
traditional, Southern gospel and
shortcakes will also be for sale.
Additional bake sale items country music to audiences across
will also be available. the region for many years. Dee Ann
shares her passion for music in order
to oﬀer encouragement and hope.
This performance will include
friends of Dee Ann’s who will
perform with her.
Free admission,
donations are appreciated.
2:00 p.m.
May 11
Lucy Baker
“Tornadoes of 1888 and 1957”
As part of our JCHS Bicentennial
Speakers Series, Lucy Baker will
present a program on tornadoes that
occurred in Jeﬀerson County in 1888
and 1957.
Free, donations are appreciated.
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10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
April 11-13
Southern Illinois Steel Guitar Show
DoubleTree by Hilton
Presenting some of the best Steel
Guitar players in the world, top rated
singers, local and regional players and
singers. Classic country music at its
best. Featuring Jeanie Seely and Tim
Atwood of The Grand Ole Opry.
Singing contest Thursday night,
vendors, and fun for everyone.
Admission is $25 Friday, $25 Saturday.
Kids under 12 Free.
For more information
call (618) 967-4635.
April 20
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
The Great Egg Race
Spero Family Services
2023 Richview Rd.
Join us for a morning of family fun!
There will be a 5K, a bunny hop fun
run for the kids, an Easter egg hunt,
vendor fair, pancake breakfast, and
lots of fun activities for the family.
What a great way to start Easter
weekend with the family while
supporting a great cause.
Cost to enter the 5K is $25, pancake
breakfast is $5, everything else is free. For
more information
call (618) 242-1070 ext. 234.
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
April 27
That Dam Race
Rend Lake Dam Rd
Benton, Illinois 62812
The 15K is a 9.3-mile foot race along
serene Rend Lake Bike Trails which
run along the lake. There will also be a
5K run/walk. This is a 3.1-mile course.
There is also a fun run for the little
ones (or little ones at heart). It will be
a 1K which is .62 miles.
10:00 a.m.
April 27
Arbor Day Celebration
Fairview Park
Centralia, Illinois
Join the City of Centralia Tree Board
at the CN Shelter in Fairview Park.
Ceremonial Tree Planting at 10:30
Ask the Experts:
Tree care & maintenance - Spring
gardening tips - landscaping
techniques. Free saplings, courtesy
of Graphic Packaging.
For more information
call (618) 533-7623
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
April 27
Independent Bookstore Day
King City Books
Show love and support to your
independently owned book store as
we celebrate being a locally owned
bookstore by having book specials.
The first 20 customers who spend $25
or more in books get an Independent
Bookstore Day tote bag. More details
as they become available will be on our
social media pages, please follow
@kingcitybooks.
For more information
call (618) 315-6774.

April 29 - May 5
Children’s Book Week
King City Books (during store hours)
Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of
Children’s book week with discounts
on children’s books and drawings for
prizes. Follow us @kingcitybooks for
more info as it becomes available.
For more information
call (618) 315-6774.
May 4 & 5
Spring Swings Slow-Pitch
Softball Tournament
Cusumano Sports Complex
Lincoln Park
Swing it high, Swing it Low! Swing
wild and hit it home! Make some
Funtastic Memories at Lincoln Park at
our 1st Annual Slow-Pitch Softball
Tournament Fundraising event! Enjoy
the day out with Family and friends,
create a company Team, or, be your
team’s coach or cheerleader. Join us in
making this annual tournament one of
the best. Kids games and activities will
be available while your team tries to
bring home the Gold. Home Run
Derby will be held immediately after
the Championship Game. Thank You
all for the support in helping us get
closer to our Groundbreaking Goals
as we strive to provide Activities for
the community children we serve
throughout the summer.

May 31 - June 1 6:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.
Cajun Festival
Pheasant Hollow Winery
Whittington, Illinois
Come out and enjoy our two-day
annual Cajun fest. We will have 3
Cajun bands rotating throughout the
weekend and food vendors on site.
Ticket cost is $15 at the gate, $25 for
a 2 day pass. No outside food or
drinks are allowed.
For more information
call (618) 629-2302.
June 7
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Friday Evening Music
Pheasant Hollow Winery
Whittington, Illinois
Come out & enjoy an evening of free
music featuring The Presswoods.
For more information
call (618) 629-2302.
June 8
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
2nd Annual Glow In
The Dark Color Run
Veterans Park
No need to worry about beating the
Heat with our 2nd Annual Color
Run, because it is an Awesome “Glow
In The Dark” version. Glow Paint and
Black Lights through out the park.
A Glow Party will be held before the
race, and an Afterglow Party after the
race. Come set up homemade fort
tents, play games, laser tag, eat great
food, let loose and dance the night
away with family and friends or just
chill out and enjoy S’mores under
the stars. Sponsorship opportunities
available.
Early bird adult ticket $25,
Standard $35. Earlybird children tickets
$15, standard $20. Children under 4
Free. For more information
call (618) 316-7337 Ext. 3.

More Details:
1st and 2nd Place Cash and Trophy
Prizes, 3rd Place Trophy, Coaches
Meeting at 8:30 a.m. First Game
starts at 9:00 a.m., ASA Rules
W/Mat, 5 HR Per Game (does not
include unlimited HR Bracelet which
is sold separately and limited to one
per team) Team Double Elimination,
Min. 8 to Play max. 12 per team, 16
and older, Unlimited Home Run
Bracelets (one per team), Home Run
Derby (10 Pitches per purchase) Cash
June 16
2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Prizes available for Top Hitter.
Sunday
Afternoon
Music
For more information
Pheasant
Hollow
Winery
call (618) 618-316-7337.
Whittington, Illinois
May 4
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Enjoy an afternoon of free music with
Travis Trone.
Locust Street Historical Fair
For more information
100 block of South Locust St.
call (618) 629-2302.
Centralia, Illinois
Admission is free for this fun,
educational, and entertaining day for
the whole family. Crafters and artisans
are just some of the activities available.
For more information
call (618) 533-7623.
May 25
10:00 a.m.
Memorial Day Service
Elmwood Cemetery
Chapel Lane
Centralia, Illinois
At the Pittenger War Monument,
located at the center of Elmwood
Cemetery, join this ceremony of
remembrance for all veterans. Posting
of Colors, placing of the Wreaths, and
recognition of Veterans from all wars
and military services who are buried
in Elmwood Cemetery.
For more information
call (618) 533-7623.

June 18
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Juneteenth
Laura Leake Park
500 N. Maple
Centralia, Illinois
The annual "Juneteenth" celebration
is held the third Saturday of June
each year. Enjoy complimentary
food and refreshments, specialty
sandwiches available for purchase,
bingo, games, and sign-ups for
various fun competitions. Festivities
are located on the corner of Howard
and North Maple Streets.
Admission is free.
For more information
call (618) 533-7623.

June 21
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Friday Evening Music
Pheasant Hollow Winery
Whittington, Illinois
Enjoy a nice evening of free music
with Leight July.
For more information
call (618) 629-2302.
June 22
The Amy Center Annual
Golf Benefit
Greenview Golf Course
Centralia, Illinois
The Amy Center Annual Golf
Benefit boasts 18 holes of golf,
hole-in-one prize, breakfast, lunch,
silent auction, and a small gift bag.
This golf benefit helps raise money
for Amy Center’s in 7 Counties.
Sponsorship opportunities are
available.
For more information
call (618) 244-2100.
June 30
2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Afternoon Music
Pheasant Hollow Winery
Whittington, Illinois
Enjoy an afternoon of free music.
For more information
call (618) 629-2302
C.E. BREHM
MEMORIAL LIBRARY
April 26 - May 24 - June 28
Family Movie Night
Join us at 6:30 p.m. Movie begins at
7:00 p.m. Enjoy a free family movie.
Kids must be accompanied by an
adult, adults must be accompanied by
a kid. Pre-movie activities include
games and crafts.
Free popcorn and bottled
water will be served.
For more information
call (618) 242-6322.
April 27 - May 25 - June 29
Game Day at the Library
The games begin at 11:00 a.m. and
play until 3:00 p.m. Compete in board
games, card games, role-playing
games, and miniatures games. Games
for all ages are available but children
must be accompanied by an adult.
For more information
call (618) 242-6322.

*Must be 21 and over to attend

m.me/MtVernonHomebrewersFestival
mtvernonhomebrewersfestival@gmail.com
beerfests.com/events/mt-vernon-homebrewers-festival
mtvernonhomebrewfest

Tickets are required for this festival.
More information can be found:

Music entertainment Schedule
DNA Acoustic 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Chris Slone 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
Eastwood and Launay 3:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Homebrewers are invited to setup a booth and serve their own recipe. Attendees will have the opportunity to taste the work of local
home beer makers from the region. Food will be available for purchase at the event.

The newest addition to the Mt. Vernon Festivals Inc. lineup, the inaugural Mt. Vernon Homebrewers Festival will showcase the
work of home beer brewers around the area.

Make plans to attend the inaugural Homebrewer’s Festival in beautiful downtown Mt. Vernon!

3/19, 21M

200 Potomac Blvd.
Mt. Vernon, IL 62864

A Mt. Vernon Convention & Visitors Bureau Publication

fter an extremely successful 2018 season,

Market Days presented by SSM Health Good Samaritan Hospital returns for its 6th season, Saturday, May 4th at
Veteran’s Park. Growing each year, Market Days is Mt. Vernon’s very own flea market and vendor fair. For the first
time, this season will oﬀer indoor and outdoor vendor booths! You never know what treasure you will find at Market
Days. Antiques, collectibles, handmade crafts, plants, jewelry, blacksmith items, furniture, lawn and garden art, flea
market finds, produce, direct sales, baked goods, kettle corn, retail and more! Market Days occur on the first Saturday
of every month May through September from 8:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. Arrive early and receive a free tote bag to carry
your purchases. Admission is free. Stay up to date on all our Market Days events by liking our Market Days in Mt.
Vernon Facebook page. Shop, visit, eat, relax, and enjoy the outdoors at Mt. Vernon’s Market Days presented by SSM
Health Good Samaritan Hospital!
For more information call the Mt. Vernon Convention & Visitors Bureau
at (618) 242-3151 or visit www.enjoymtvernon.com.
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